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15.    On the 2nd February Mr. Ralph Leycester sent in a letter to the Board
acquainting us that since delivering in his reports of private trade found on
board the Warwick, Grantham and Elizabeth, he had been informed that a
large quantity of copper, lead and iron had been clandestinely landed from
those ships which as a covenanted servant he thought himself bound to apprize
the Board of, as the consequences of such illicit trade might be very prejudicial
to the Company's sales.   He therefore desired our orders to trace out the
quantities landed of those  articles  and who  the purchasers  were, that by
making a proper example of them others might be detered from doing the like.
16.    Upon this information we judged it proper to revive the orders we
made before the capture of the settlement that all private trade from the
Europe ships should  first be carried to the factory stairs to be inspected by the
Import Ware House Keeper or his assistants and not landed till his permission
was obtained.   We have likewise advertised that no persons residing in the
settlement are to purchase woollen goods, copper, lead or iron from the com*
manders or officers of the Company's ships without permission from the Import
Ware House Keeper for the time being upon pain of losing the Company's
protection and being expelled the settlement.
17* We request Your Honours will send out no more carpets, till we write
for them, there being no demand at present for that article.         !
.18. Had not the troubles in the country come on we should, agreeable
to our promise, have given Your Honors our sentiments on Mr. HolwelTs
motion for settling a residency at Agra and sending some small adventures
of your staples to the inland marts under the management of our junior
servants. The last motion was in a manner settled by the Board when Cossim-
buzar was first invested and some junior servants appointed to proceed with a
small quantity of broad cloth, copper etc., to Radnagur, Cutwa and other
aurungs. It would undoubtedly be attended with some benefit to the Company
had we servants enough to spare for such residencies, as the buyers at our sales
carry the goods to those markets to vend, but then we apprehend it would
hurt the Calcutta sales, as no body would find it worth their while to purchase
the Company's goods at Calcutta if our servants resided at the markets they
must sell at and could undersell them whenever they please, which considera-
tion added to the expence of servants, peons, banyans and warehouses would,
we imagine, render it very little beneficial to the Company.
19.   In relation to a residency at Agra we are to observe that the distance
is so great, the northern provinces of the empire so liable to troubles and the
great cities so frequently plundered by Afghans, Moguls and others that we
think it would be exposing the Company's estate to a risque more than the
profits would be adequate to, especially if Your Honors approve of keeping a
factory* at Patna where broad cloth and copper may and will be purchased by
the Delhi and Agra merchants if those cities enjoy peace and tranquility.
20,   This being the last conveyance of the season we think it proper to
say a few words on the investments sent home from hence, and here we must
remark that in general the goods provided this year are inferiors to those pur-
chased by our gomastahs before the loss of the settlement, which must be
imputed not only to the lateness of our commencing business on account of the
jealousy we entertained of the late Nabob's intention tut likewise to the parti-